small, yet they are rapidly changing the character of the pursuit, and securing for it a consideration which it has not heretofore enjoyed. As this description of practitioners become more numerous, will dental periodical literature be more liberally patronized, for, it is the ambition of the scientific dentist, to avail himself of every means of information within his reach.
He will not be contented with the reading of one, nor half a dozen works upon the subject; he will have every thing that is written upon it, if within his ability, that he may be able to give his patients the benefit of the discoveries and improvements in practice that are daily being made. It was said, we believe, by the celebrated Dr. Rush, that "when a physician quits reading, he should quit practice," and the remark will apply with as much force to the dental as to the medical practitioner.
With regard to the importance of a medium of intercommunication between the members of the dental profession, through which such discoveries and improvements may be rendered available to all, we should not think there could be two opinions. It is too apparent to admit of doubt, and yet, how little interest, do the majority of dentists manifest for such vehicles of knowledge ? In the United States, not more than one out of six manifests any at all. We have had an opportunity of ascertaining this fact, and therefore speak advisedly upon the subject.
Having been connected with the publication of this Journal during the entire period of its existence, we cannot be supposed wholly ignorant of the difficulties incident to an undertaking of this sort. We can readily imagine many of those with which the conductors of the London Forceps had to contend. But we had hoped, that after having continued their paper one year, they had succeeded in securing for it a sufficiently extensive circulation to render its perpetuity certain. It had some able writers among its contributors, whose labors in this field of useful industry, we hope, will not cease, because the publication of their own valuable paper has been discontinued. If we cannot enjoy the fruits of it through the medium of a publication of their own, we should be happy of the opportunity of enriching the pages of the American Journal of Dental Science with them.? Bait. Ed.
